
Waterloo Region Courthouse:  Planning a successful visit for high school classes. 
Address:  85 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario, N2H 0A7 
 

You are about to visit a live Ontario courtroom and witness our 

judicial system in action, one of the cornerstones of our 

democracy.  These are real cases involving real people.  It’s an 

important and serious activity.  What follows will help you make 

the most of your visit.     
 

 

Arrival:  

 Leave lots of time for a security check.  Take off your belt 

and other metal items as they will set off the metal detector 

you will be walking through.  Don’t worry about body piercings. A typical class of 30 could take approximately 10 

minutes to be processed through security.  Include this important item in your travel time.  

 NO Cameras inside the courthouse. No class photos. No Cell phone cameras unless powered down. No selfies.   

 Pictures outside the courthouse are permissible but please use discretion as many visitors will not want to be part 

of your picture.  Move to a more private location which will respect other visitors’ desire for privacy. 
 

Preparing to enter a courtroom: 

 NO sunglasses. 

 NO Eating.  

 NO Drinking.  Fountains are available in the hall during breaks. 

 NO Gum. 

 NO Reading books, magazines or newspapers. 

 TURN OFF (Power down) cell phones and electronic devices.  
 

Entering the courtroom: 

 Your teacher (after consultation with Courthouse staff) will decide which courtrooms you will enter as a group.   

 Enter the courtroom quietly and sit down. 

 You will be asked to stand when the judge enters or exits the courtroom.  Remain seated unless asked to rise by 

the courtroom clerk, judge, justice of the peace, or court services officer. 

 If asked to stand, don’t sit down until you are told to sit down. 

 Try to plan washroom breaks to align with Judge ordered breaks. If you must leave, simply stand up and make 

your way to the aisle. Give a small bow to the judge and leave.  Reverse the process on the way back in.   

 No whispering.  

 Do NOT react to dramatic testimony. 

 Do not tweet or otherwise publish information absorbed in court.   
 

Interesting facts: 

 The 30 courtrooms throughout have amplified sound so everyone can hear what’s happening. Digital screen set-

ups allow for evidence to be seen throughout the court with ease. 

 Most of the courtroom furnishings can be moved to adapt to 

different needs and the building is fully accessible. 

 About 500 security cameras are active on-site.  

 There is a high-security courtroom on a lower level, designed to 

accommodate multiple accused. 

 There’s a cafeteria and juror assembly room with space for up to 

300 people to wait if called for jury selection. 
 
 

Source:  Matt Morris, Kitchener-Waterloo Collegiate & Vocational School Law Teacher.  Nov, 2014. 


