
MS-EXCEL:  HANK AND EMMA BUY CAR  

Learning Goal:  “I will expand my on-line research skills as I learn to 
perform WHAT IF analyses on a Budget in Excel”  

File: Hank and Emma Davis buy a vehicle.docx 

In this case, you are going to open up a spreadsheet budget (Hank and Emma 2014.xlsx) 
owned by the Davis’.  See the screen shot below. You will help them adjust the spreadsheet so 
that they have enough money to afford a car with cash.  Begin by reading the summary at right. 
They buy the vehicle in September. 

Part A: Adjust the spreadsheet! 
Let’s find them some cash.  Do this by eliminating some of the costs and reducing 
others.  Can we increase the revenue somehow too? 
 

Part B: Autotrader.ca 
Search for a vehicle that will match their lifestyle. Use the KCI postal code 
and try to find one within 25KM.  Don’t ask Mr. Morris for the P-Code.  You 
can find it!  Go for it! 
 

 Part C: Make your analysis PERFECT!  
 
Use the Print Screen/SysRq 
button (shown at right) to copy 
your Autotrader.ca choice (including the specs) over to your 
spreadsheet. Make it all fit on one sheet of paper.   
 

Part D:  Start your self-regulated marking using 
the table at left.   

# Success Criteria 

1 The bank balance is positive each month.  
(unless overdraft used) 

2 New Car expenses looked after. 

3 Car choice matches their life style. 

4 All estimates are REASONABLE. 

5 Excellent formatting using whole page. 

6 Name appears in H1. 

7 “How to be excellent” used to max! 

Situation: 
They rent an 
apartment in 
Kitchener.  They 
currently have no 
car.  In August, 
they go to 
Windsor, Ontario 
to visit family.  
They travel by 
train.  Penelope, 
their 9 year old 
daughter, is the 
skater in the family 
and wants to skate 
at the pro level.  
They have an Irish 
Wolf Hound 
named Cosmo.  
They have a cat 
named Kramer.  
They take their 
pets with them 
wherever they go 
because they 
refuse to put them 
in a kennel.  They 
have a bank 
account with TD-
Bank and have 
arranged for 
$1000.00 in 
overdraft 
protection.  Hank 
has a GM-VISA 
and is responsible 
for looking after the 
payment of the 
VISA.  Any 
interest charges 
shown on the 
spreadsheet relate 
to VISA charges. 
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