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Wrongly convicted:  Marshall, Morin, Milgaard. 
 

Police:  69,272* officers, $6B budget. 
*http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/legal05a-eng.htm 

1. Federal:  RCMP, 1873. 
Serve as Provincial police except in Ontario and 
Quebec. 
Jurisdiction:  Customs, drug (1000 officers), 
Economic crime, Federal police, Immigration, 
Proceeds of crime, Intelligence, International. 
 

2. Provincial:  EG. Ontario. 
Police/assist some municipalities, 400 series 
highways, investigate (coroners request), other. 
 

3. Municipal:  Towns and cities. 
Numbered Divisions broken into squads:   
EG. Gang, crime, robbery, homicide, explosives. 

 

4. Aboriginal.  Various designs. P191 
 

Starting a police investigation: 
 

1. Arriving at the Crime Scene:  P193. 
a. Call ambulance and assist. 
b. Call reinforcements. 
c. Search the scene. 

2. Protect & preserve the crime scene: 
a. Centre 
b. Perimeter. 

 

Three reasons to preserve: 
1. Allow thorough search. 
2. Seize and collect evidence. 
3. Protect admissibility vs contamination of 

physical evidence from:  
1) Loss, 2)  Destruction 3)  Alteration 

 

Police Log:  written record, photo’s, sketches. 
 

Officers roles at a crime scene: 
 

1. Patrol officer:  patrols ‘beat’ = area. 
First to arrive usually, secure scene, yellow 
tape, initial interviews, arrest suspects. 
2. Scene of Crime Officer:   
Evidence collection, preservation techniques, 
skilled photographers, lifting finger prints, foot 
and tire impressions, blood and hair. 

 
3. Criminal Identification Officer: 

Search crime scene, physical evidence, gather, 
analyzing evidence, sending certain evident to 
lab.  EG. Fingernail, skin….. 

 
4. Criminal Investigations Bureau Officer: 

Plain clothes detective.  Supervise investigation, 
interview, arrest. Identifying and collecting 
physical evidence:  object, impression, body 
element. 

 

Forensic science: 
Use biochemical and other scientific techniques.  
Lab work.  Testimony work. EG. Paint analysis. 
Medical Doctor (autopsies).  Cause and time of 
death.  Gunshot slug and residue expert.   
Entomologists.  Insects.  Time of death by 
identifying the life stages of insects found on the 
corpse.   
 

Evidence: 
 

1. Tools:  Hammers, screwdrivers, crowbars. 
2. Impressions:  Fingers, gloves, shoes, tires, tools.  

Photo, scan, mould.  Matching process. 
2 characteristics:   

1) Class; general attributes:  type, make, 
model, style, size.   

2) Individual; specific and unique:  
EG. “wear and tear on left rear tire on a Mini.” 

 

3. Fingerprints (unique):  or toes/feet. 
i. Visible fingerprint:  visible to naked eye.  

Photograph.  Dirt, blood, grease. 
ii. Latent:  made by perspiration and oils. 

 

How to develop latent fingerprint: P197 
I. Dusting: 

a. On non-absorbent surfaces (metal, plastic) 
using graphite powder. 

b. Lifted with adhesive tape. 
c. Placed on white cardboard surface. 
d. Photographed. 

II. Iodine fuming: 
a. From absorbent surfaces (paper, cloth) 
b. Area fumed. 
c. Iodine is absorbed by F.P. 
d. Photo. 

III. Laser beam: 
a. Sweat absorbs laser and turns it yellow. 
b. Photo. 



4. Gloves: Almost as good as F.P.  Compare class 
and individual characteristics. 

5. Shoe prints and tire tracks:   
Shoe.  Two of each is ideal.  2 left, 2 right.  
Tells: Height, weight, injuries, carrying 
something, speed (walk/run). 
Tire: Type of tire, make of car, direction.  

6. Body elements and DNA: 
Most common:  blood, semen, mucus, sputum, 
hair, skin.  All contain DNA. 
Human?  Type match.  Victim or accused?   

7. DNA testing: P200 
Deoxyribonucleic acid = building block of a 
person’s genetic makeup.  Found in every cell of 
your body and is the same in each cell. A few 
drops of blood are sufficient for a test. 

 

Procedure for labelling evidence: 
Chain of custody: 

1. Who had contact with the evidence? 
2. Date and time. 
3. Circumstances. 
4. Changes if any. 

Evidence tag:  see page 200 
 

Arrest and Detention:  P202. 
Procedures come from:  
1) Criminal Code. (CC) 
2) Case law. 
3) Charter. 
 

Questioning the accused: 
Can’t force suspect to answer. 
Must promptly inform arrested person of reason 
for arrest and right to counsel. 
P202.  Arrest script. 
 

Interrogation Techniques: 
Build trust, open ended, non-threatening. 
Ask subject to describe:   
Entire incident, period prior, details of event, post 
event. 
 
Four steps to lawful arrest: 

1. Identify himself/herself as a police officer. 
2. Advise ‘under arrest’. 
3. Inform promptly of charge and show arrest 

warrant if it exists. 
4. Touch the accused.  Right to counsel. 

 

Detention: 
Stopping someone and asking them to answer a 
few questions. 
Must be promptly informed of the reason for 
detention and their right to counsel. 
 
3 ways to apprehend a suspected offender: 
1. Appearance notice:  If ‘no show’, Bench Warrant 

= “failure to appear”.  For summary convictions 
and less serious indictable offences. 

2. Arrest with warrant: 
i. Serious indictable offences.  Used if police 

feel suspect will appear.  Delivered by 
Sheriff or Deputy.  Usually directed to go 
to police station for fingerprint.  No show 
= Bench Warrant. 

ii. Serious indictable offences.  IF likely not to 
appear.  Police lay an “information” under 
oath.  Judge decides (or Justice of the 
Peace).  Warrant issued:  1) Name of 
accused 2) Offence 3) Reason. 

3. Arrest without warrant: 
Sec 495 of CC.  Not just Police.  Mayor, pilot, 
Mayor, customs officers, etc.  P205. 

Three circumstances: 
1. Reasonable grounds suspect has, or is 

about to commit, a crime. 
2. Find someone in the act of committing a 

crime. 
3. Find a person named on arrest warrant.   

 
Citizen’s Arrest: 
#1 example = Shoplifting.   
Salesperson, store security. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See page 3 for Searches….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Searches: P207 
Balancing act:   

Right to Privacy 
vs 
State need to conduct investigation. 

 
May search someone just arrested if: 

1) Lawful. 
2) Search connected to the lawful arrest. 
3) It is reasonable. 

 

Unless impaired driving, a citizen does not have 

to provide:  1) Breath 2) Blood 3) Urine.   
A warrant is required. 
 
Immediate ‘pat down’. 
More thorough search at station. 
Strict rules for strip searches. 
 
Searching a Place:   Private home = Castle 
Need a search warrant usually.   
Lots of details.    
Search occurs usually between 6am-9pm. 
Tele-warrant if time sensitive—warrant faxed.   
Have technological advances changed this process? 
 
No warrant necessary if: 

1) Imminent injury or death. 
2) Destruction of evidence. 

 

Alcohol.  Police can search car but not a home 

without warrant.  Still must be reasonable. 
 
 
 

Procedures after arrest: 
Photograph and fingerprint if person arrested for 
an indictable offence. 
 
If never charged or charged but acquitted in court, 
fingerprints and photographs are still kept for 10 
years then destroyed.   
 
Line-up.  Can’t be forced to line-up.   
Sometimes co-operating helps the case of the 
defendant. 
 

Pre-trial release: 
Automatic if:   
Summary offence or indictable offence that 
involves a fine of <$5,000. 
 
“Promise to Appear”: 
If broken, a Bench Warrant is issued. 
 
Sometimes a recognizance (guarantee) to appear in 
court is signed.  $500 fine for skip. 
 
A Surety ($) guarantee via a friend is sometimes 
demanded. 
 
Bail:   
Police will attempt to keep suspects accused of a 
serious indictable offence in custody. 
 
The accused can demand a Bail hearing to 
challenge this condition. 
Bail application:  P212. 
Within 24 hours is fair. 
Bail is temporary release.  Must post $ or security 
(property bond).   
 
Sec 11 of the Charter.  Just cause.  If crown wants 
to keep accused in jail a ‘show-cause hearing’ is 
arranged.  Crown will argue:  might flee, safety of 
public requires detention.   
 
Reverse Onus: 
Accused must show why bail should be granted. 
 

Habeas Corpus = writ = application by 

accused to higher court to fight denial of bail.  The 
Crown must show that custody is appropriate. 


