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 Kitchener-Waterloo Collegiate and Vocational School 
 787 King Street West, Kitchener, Ontario, N2G 1E3 
  tel: 519-745-6851   http://kci.wrdsb.ca 
 

Analysing Current Economic Issues - Grade 12 – University           CIA4UI 
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in Canadian and world studies, English, or social sciences and humanities. 

Text:  Economics Now by Angelo Bolotta.  Oxford, Canada. 
  

Semester:    
 

Block/Time:   
 

Room:  
 

Teacher:  Mr. Morris Teacher:  519-745-6851 x 604,  matt_morris@wrdsb.on.ca  Website:  mattdjmorris.weebly.com 

 
This course examines current Canadian and international 
economic issues, developments, policies, and practices from 
diverse perspectives. Students will explore the decisions that 
individuals and institutions, including governments, make in 
response to economic issues such as globalization, trade 
agreements, economic inequalities, regulation, and public 
spending. Students will apply the concepts of economic thinking 
and the economic inquiry process, as well as economic models 
and theories, to investigate, and develop informed opinions about, economic trade-offs, growth, and sustainability and related economic 
issues. 
 

Upon completing this course, the student will have an introductory understanding of the Canadian economy and the different players in 
it. They will be aware of how the economy impacts on them, and how we interact with the economic system. Students will be able to 
assess a variety of sources in order support their opinions on certain economic issues. They will be able to present their ideas to the class 
in an organised and convincing manner while addressing both sides of the issue. 
 

This is a University level course that includes very readable content from a solid new text.  A detailed PowerPoint will kick off the content 
for most chapters. PowerPoint can be a poor tool for communication. We will try and keep them spicy and interesting with few if any long 
paragraphs!!  Sometimes though, you will just have concentrate and process the material. All PowerPoints [in PDF form] will be loaded on 
mattdjmorris.com. As they are PDF's, the 'final picture' of each slide will be shown.  Attendance for the presentation therefore carries two 
benefits.   1) You get to see the entire slide and 2) You get to engage in the discussion that helps illuminate the material. 
 

Essential Learning 
Demonstration of success with all essential learning below is required to earn the course credit.   

1. The nature of Economics and the Economy 

2. Microeconomics:  Understanding the Canadian market Economy 

3. Macroeconomics:  Production and Monetary Flows in the Economy 

4. Economic Decision making 

5. The Global Economy:  International Trade and Development  

6. 9 minute summative presentation. 

7. Final exam. 

  

Homework:  Expect 2-5 hours per week for important chapter questions. If you keep up with the work, you will have a much higher 

chance of success. MSIP is a fantastic opportunity to concentrate on the material. 
 

Class atmosphere:  Questions are encouraged. If you have a question, please ask. 

Others will often thank you. You might get a great discussion going. We might all learn something. 
Also feel free to ask to meet me in the hall outside room 367 or during my MSIP period.  
Often we can figure out a concept you are having difficulty with. 
Much of the evaluation for this course involves multiple choice question tests. This approach is a good way to determine whether you 
have learned the material. It also matches, and therefore prepares you for, University style evaluation of this type of content. 
In addition, there are assignments and a group presentation. 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/2015cws11and12.pdf
mailto:matt_morris@wrdsb.on.ca
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Learning Skills 

The following Learning Skills reflect student work habits and have been identified as key skills in determining student success in 

academics and the work place. They are evaluated on the student’s provincial report card. 

Learning Skills Sample Behaviours 

Responsibility The student completes and submits class work, homework, and assignments according to agreed-upon timelines, as well as taking 
responsibility for and managing his/her own behaviour. 

Organization The student establishes priorities to complete tasks on time and achieve goals. 

Independent Work The student uses class time appropriately to complete tasks and follows instructions with minimal supervision. 

Collaboration The student responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, and traditions of others while accepting various roles and an equitable 
share of work in a group. 

Initiative The student looks for and approaches new tasks with a positive attitude and interest in learning. 

Self-regulation The student assesses and reflects critically on his/her strengths, needs, and interests. He/she sets individual goals and monitors progress 
towards achieving them. 

 

Evaluation Breakdown 
70% Tests, assignment. 
30% Final Exam 

MSIP (Multi-Subject Instructional Period) 
MSIP is a mandatory part of the student’s instructional day. Attendance and engagement lead to greater success by 
providing time for assignment completion, practice and extra help, as well as library and computer access. 
 

Enhancement Fee 
Students in this course will tour the local Courts, but this trip involves no fees.   

Website:  mattdjmorris.weebly.com 

Equipment 
No particular equipment is required, but we will use school computer labs regularly so students will need to keep their school 

account in good standing (Acceptable Use Policy) and maintain enough print credits to print assignments as required.  

Academic Integrity 
In cases where a student has not submitted major assessments or has submitted assessments that are plagiarized, the 

parent/guardian will be contacted by the teacher or administrator.  The student will still be expected to submit work that 

demonstrates their understanding of the essential learning that was being assessed.  The student may also be subject to additional 

consequences and concerns with academic integrity will be reflected on the provincial report card. 

 
Please sign below indicating you have read and understood this course outline, including the requirements for successful 
completion of this course, and return this sheet to your teacher: 
 
 

Student Name:             
 
 

X           
Parent / Guardian Signature (when student is under 18 years of age) 

 
 

X           
Student  Signature 


