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Issue Left Right 
Private  
Property 

Property is theft. Ownership of property 
is an unfair advantage over those who 
have none. Government should own all 
property and allocate it fairly. 

Private property is a primary motivator of 
economic growth and development. 
Government should encourage and defend 
private property rights. 

Taxation All forms of taxation should be in place 
to encourage the necessary social 
outcomes of a functioning society. These 
outcomes include equitable distribution 
of income and services, as well as 
discouraging socially damaging forms of 
consumption and production. 

Taxes inhibit the free flow of goods and 
services and get in the way of consumer's 
choice and quality of life. Taxes discourage 
hard work and innovation. Taxes support the 
weak and idle, and thus encourage further 
abuse of the system by taking money from the 
hard working citizens. 

Social  
Spending 

Some people are victims of the system 
from no fault of their own, and the 
government should be there to make 
sure they can live their life in dignity, 
even if they do not contribute to the 
economic system. That means public 
and fair access to the medical system, 
public housing, and living without fear 
of hunger. This adheres to the socialist 
maxim "From each according to his 
ability, to each according to his need." 
(sorry about the gender-specific 
pronoun) 

Social spending encourages people to choose 
to do nothing. The government-run medical 
system discourages "choice" for those who do 
not want to wait in line and can afford an 
alternative "private" system. Many of the 
services that the government provided could 
be done more efficiently by the private sector. 
All these social programs put our government 
in debt to the tune of $600 billion and is forcing 
the government to keep our taxes too high. 

Environment Taxes should be in place to discourage 
environmental damage. Government 
should guard the environment so that 
future generations have the same 
opportunity as we did. The 
environmental integrity of the country is 
not for sale. Irony:-the ex-communist 
countries had much worse  
environmental records than capitalist 
countries, 
 

Government environmental practices inhibit 
the tree flow of goods and services. 
Regulations have been put in place because the 
government has listened to a minority of vocal 
extremists. The tree market can take care of 
itself, and where there are environmental 
limits, industry will naturally heed them. The 
free market system will eventually move to a 
more environmental approach because it will 
eventually become the most profitable. 

Global  
Trade 

Jobs, industry and the domestic 
environment should be protected by the 
government and control should not be 
given to international trade bodies. Tariffs 
and trade quotas should be in place to 
protect local jobs. Foreign ownership of 
local industry should be discouraged. 
 

National governments get in the way of 
international trade and therefore consumer 
and investor choice. More choice makes 
industry more competitive, and allows 
consumers to get the best products for the 
least cost. International trade bodies like the 
WTO and NAFTA stop governments from 
arbitrarily imposing Trade sanctions in order to 
protect their own expensive uncompetitive 
businesses that give a lot of donations to the 
government in power. 

  



Public  
Ownership 

Where "natural" monopolies exist 
(water, hydro, phone) the government 
should own and distribute these 
products/services, so that private 
industry does not price their products so 
that consumers are hurt. The Canadian 
government had to "create" 
PetroCanada or else we would never 
have had our own petroleum company. 

Government is traditionally inefficient at 
delivering services because they have no 
competition, or they can always plan on the 
taxpayer keeping them in business, therefore 
allowing inefficient business to stay alive and 
compete against good private businesses. 
Government should stay out of the way of 
business. 

Human 
Behaviour 

People are not lazy by nature and want 
to live a fulfilling and challenging life that 
makes the world a better place. 
Unfortunately, there are victims in a free 
market that the government must 
protect. Also, if businesses were left 
alone, they would gladly ignore any 
possible damage they make to the social 
structure or physical environment in 
order to turn a profit. 

People are not lazy by nature and want to 
live a fulfilling and challenging life that 
makes the world a better place. 
Unfortunately, if government gives too 
many incentives to do nothing, people will 
choose to be a burden on society. 
Competition in industry ensures that 
population will benefit with better jobs and 
better products. Government should stay out 
of its way. If a company abuses the 
environment or its employees, consumers 
are welcome to stop buying its products. 

Role of 
government 

Government is there to help the weak 
and guide the strong. Government will 
help the weak with equal access to all 
structures required to meet a minimum 
standard of living with pride. 
Government will guide the strong 
through taxation and legal channels so 
that they do not abuse their economic 
power. “The art of government is 
projecting the future onto the present.” 
The government must impose policies on 
the present to ensure future generations 
have similar or better opportunities.  

Government should be there to build public 
infrastructure so that industry and consumers 
benefit. Government is there to uphold the 
rights of people and their private property. Less 
government is better, and it should stay out of 
the way of business. 

Education Public education is a right, not a 
privilege. High tuition prices restrict 
worthy, but poorer scholars from getting 
into higher forms of education. 

Education is a service or product like any 
other and should be paid for by the primary 
beneficiary: the student and his/her family. 
A good education will be rewarded by 
higher pay in the future, so why should the 
public pay for it. Public funding encourages 
monies to be devoted to non-economic areas 
of education like "the arts". If students wish 
to pursue "the arts" why should the taxpayer 
pay for them and their overpriced professors. 

Minimum  
Wage 

Minimum wage is required so workers 
don't bid themselves into poverty. Read 
“Grapes of Wrath” by Steinbeck. 

Minimum wage stops people from getting jobs 
because business can’t afford the wages 
dictated by government. If industry could hire 
workers for less than minimum wage, then 
more people would have jobs, businesses 
would make more profits, and consumers 
would get better prices. 

Public Health Access to medical services should not be 
based on how much money you have. If 
private health care was available in this 
country, less money would be diverted 
from the public system. 

People should have the choice of whether to go 
to the public system, or pay more for private 
care. We are already doing it by allowing our 
citizens to bypass our public system and go to 
the states for health care. Stop the hypocrisy 
and allow private care in Canada. 

 


