
KCI Economics:  

Economic Research Project: 8-12 minute presentation/summary 
 
You will be given the opportunity of researching a selected topic 
in an in-depth manner. After you have completed your research, 
you will present your findings to the class. You will be allocated a 
number of class periods to research and then create an 8-12 

minute presentation and one page executive 
summary.   Most of this assignment can be completed within 

class time and computer access will be made available. 
 

First you must find a topic.  Economics is all about research, and research starts with lateral searches for ideas and 
arguments without really knowing where to start. As your ideas build, you can then clarify and edit your material. You will 
be able to group themes and sequence your ideas so that your presentation is empowering to your audience.  Keep me 
involved here.  I can help you pick a winning topic. 
 

Below are some broad topic ideas for your consideration.  Again, as you work on the topic using lateral searches, you 
may find that you refine your topic or realise that you really want to push a particular aspect of the topic.  You will quickly 
note that each topic picks one side of the argument and there is a good mix of ‘left wing’ and ‘right wing’ arguments.  
You can of course flip to the other side of the argument as your opening position.   
 

1. Post Secondary  Education should be free. 
2. Micro financing--a solution to our messed up 

economic system. 
3. Governments have lost their ability to govern. 
4. Taxes will need to be increased; it’s the only way 

to proceed. 
5. Pensions are a thing of the past. 
6. Governments need to install protectionist 

measures to save Canadian jobs. 
7. Full time jobs with benefits are a thing of the past, 

and that’s OK. 
8. The minimum wage needs to be raised.  It’s good 

for business. 

9. The wealth inequities in the Canadian population 
are hurting Canada’s competitiveness. 

10. We need a carbon tax now. 
11. Time to build a pipeline. 
12. Regulation of business is the solution to our 

economic problems. 
13. Peak Oil is going to change our entire economic 

system. 
14. The power of Solar continues to be 

underestimated.  
15. The TPP is a disaster.  
16. Chapter 12, 15 or 17.  Pick one.

 

Point/Counterpoint: 
Notice that each topic above (except the last one) was stated in a way that supports one side of an issue.  Most 
issues to be addressed will have arguments on both sides. You will present to class the best arguments on both sides of 
the issue. You can ‘flip’ the topic statement to match your actual stand on the issue.  If you chose to tackle a ‘chapter’ 
topic, you should discuss your approach with me as I have additional details on this option you will want to understand. 

 
Process: 
1. Each person selects a topic for their project. First come, first serve. No duplicates. Select a topic by  ____________. 
2. Lateral research: search for sub-topics, arguments, cases that link to your topic. Save web addresses of any 

important sources, so that you don’t have to re-search for the information.  Please review the remaining schedule 
below.  Note that we have 6 lab days.  The 4 dashes on Jan TBA___________ represent presentation spots. 
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4. Defined research: focus and expand on the specific topic selected. Save supporting numbers, quotations and 

graphical support as well as the web address that you got the information from.  You may use some of our lab time for 
this purpose too. 

5. Organize your project.  If you are using PowerPoint or Google Slides, Mr. Morris will provide tips for good 

presentations. His biggest hint will be ‘no big paragraphs’. Create the presentation and executive summary, 

and leave time to rehearse.  



 
 

Presentation Agenda: 
1. Introduce your topic and clearly present your stance on the issue. 
2. Give an overview of the best arguments for and against your stance. 
3. Go into greater detail on each of your points/counterpoints including economic theory where possible. 

 

 
Presentations:  All students must be present at all presentations.  You may not be absent to prepare your ‘upcoming’ 

presentation.  You want to be at the presentations as a portion of the final exam will be based on presentation material.  
Any notes you make (personally) during the presentations may be brought to the exam.  The required one page summary 
is for the teacher only. 
 
Important hints to make your presentation excellent are 
included in the Rubric that is provided for you.  A key 
requirement is that each slide include short ‘chunky’ 
points.  A typical slide might look like this: 
 
It’s very important that you NOT include large 
paragraphs.  If you do, you will lose your audience. If 
you have a large paragraph, use this as your script. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rubric on next page. 
 
 
  



KCI Economics:  CIA4UI, Mr. Morris.  Name: ______________________________ 

Mark rubric.  Criteria 
Max 
mark 

Subject matter was understood and the sequence was logical. 
Effective and interesting. Convincing points included. Excellent choice and amount of content.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 15 
Topic stated in a way that sets up a solid Pro/Con position. 
 

Review the Topic and Pro/Con positions prior to final submission. 
 
 
Position clearly stated.  Pro and Con component clearly shown. 
 
 
 
 
 10 
Excellent use of visual aids to clarify your ideas.   
Graphics can be seen at a distance on the big screen.   
Titles of graphics are meaningful.   
Graphics illuminate the topic and support the presentation. 
 
 5 
Links to economic theory.  See check boxes…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 15 
Presentation:  clear voice with appropriate volume.  Solid eye contact. 
Prepared well enough so that you are not reading.  Strong evidence of rehearsal. 
 5 
Use of electronic highlighter at least once during presentation 1 
Font size is readable. Font sizes less than size 24 will be hard to read. 
Recommendation:  test your presentation on the big screen.  Is it easy to read?   3 
Finished presentation within target time of 8-12 minutes.  Official time: 
Plus or minus 30 seconds is the target.  Note by the marks that this is important. 10 
Sources displayed in understandable way. All numbers and quotations show the source in your presentation.  It is YOUR 

CHOICE on the format for the sources, but what displays must clearly show, in an understandable way, where you found your info: 
Bad example:  https://www./search?q=cbc&oq=cbc&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i59j69i60l2j0l2.371j0j4&sourceid=chrome&espv=210&es_sm=93&ie=UTF-8 
Good example:  Toronto Star/2014/01/21/robfordscandal 2 
Printed copy of slides presented to teacher (6 slides per page) prior to presentation.   
Don’t miss these easy marks. 
 4 
One page executive summary:  supports presentation.  Error free.  Matches flow of presentation. 
Professional look. Printed sheet handed to Mr. Morris just prior to presentation. 
 
 
 15 

Total 85 
 

 elasticity,  
 10 economic goals,  
 Friedman, 
 Left vs Right,  
 Unemployment,  
 Equity,  
 Taxes. 

 S & D charts,  
 PPF,  
 AD,  
 D,  
 S,  
 CPI,  
 GDP,  


