
Canadian Charter 
Summary

KCI Law.



1. Find a group of 2 or 3.
2. Pick a topic from the agenda.
3. Key in the first names of our your 

group.
4. Jump to your slide.
5. Key in your first names again on 

your slide.
6. Research and put in SHORT bullet 

points.
7. Include an appropriate picture!

Instructions



Agenda
1. Fundamental Freedoms: Katie Alex and Meagan
2. Freedom of Conscience and Religion: 
3. Freedom of Thought and Expression: Nikola, Tyler, and Spencer
4. Freedom of Association: Blake and Meghan
5. Democratic and mobility rights: Natalie, Lauryn, Alyssa
6. Legal and equality rights: Kristen and Mylinh
7. Rights while under arrest or detention: Sandahl, Megan 
8. Rights when charged with a criminal offence: Ty, Jelena, Elvira, and 

Carolina
9. Rights of witnesses in court: david, maddie, joel

10. Equality rights: Abdullah, Nate, Sean
11. Aboriginal rights: Jessica, Maddy, Sam, and Faye
12. Charter summary/impact:



1. Freedom of conscience and religion 
2. Freedom of thought, belief, opinion and 

expression - speakers corner
3. Freedom of the press - social medias
4. Freedom of peaceful assembly
5. Freedom of association - if I'm friends 

with Blake it doesn't mean I'm in his 
gang

1. Fundamental Freedoms: Katie, Alex and Meagan



2. Freedom of Conscience and Religion:

1.



3. Freedom of Thought and Expression:
1. Freedom of thought and expression is a fundamental freedom located in 

section 2 b)
2. Think whatever you want
3. If you act on these things or express your thoughts via threats, then it 

becomes a crime
4. Example: Defenestration; crying baby! 
5. Freedom of expression is the freedom to express your opinions in whatever 

way you want 
6. This is the case as long as you aren’t violent. 
7. Example: Big Macs banned!



4. Freedom of Association: Meghan and Blake

● Refers to the ability to connect with other people or groups. 

● There are limitations with the freedom of  association. 

○ Example: if on probation, you can be ordered not to associate with 

some/certain friends. 

● Trade unions cannot bargain collectively. 

● RCMP officers cannot join a union.  



5. Democratic and mobility rights: Natalie, Lauryn, Alyssa

Democratic
● Every citizen has the right to 

vote in an election
● Restrictions for voting such as:

○ age
○ mental capacity,
○ residence
○ registration 

● Found under section 3, 4 and 
5 of the Charter

Mobility Rights
● Section 6 of the Charter
● Canadian citizens have the right 

to enter, remain or leave Canada
● Includes moving to any province 

to find employment 
● Residency requirements to be 

eligible for:
-employment insurance
-welfare etc.



6. Legal and Equality Rights: Kristen and Mylinh

● Right against unreasonable search
● Right to not be detained or imprisoned
● Have rights when arrested or charged - valid 

reason for arrest
● Right against cruel and unusual punishment
● Witnesses who testifies can’t have evidence to 

incriminate said witness
● Right to an interpreter
● Right to be equal under the law without 

discrimination (age. sex, race, etc.)



7. Rights while under arrest or detention: Jaxson & Megan

● To be informed promptly of the reasons therefor; 
● To retain counsel without delay and be informed of that
● To have the validity of the detention determined by way habeas corpus 

(produce the body) 
● Have the right to be released if detention isn’t lawful 
● Told why you have been arrested or detained,
● Told immediately that you have the right to a lawyer,
● Told about Legal Aid and right to free legal advice    



8. Rights when charged with a criminal offence: Jelena, 
Elvira, Carolina, and Ty

A person charged with an offense, has the right to be:
1. Presumed innocent until proven guilty;
2. Tried within a reasonable amount of time;
3. Not to be denied reasonable bail without a just cause;
4. If acquitted of the offense, not to be tried again;
5. If punished for the offense, not to be tried and punished 

again;
6. If found guilty of the offense and the punishment has 

been changed before sentencing, to be charged with 
the lesser punishment.



9. Rights of witnesses in court: Maddie, David, Joel

Children: 

- can testify they understand the lawyer’s questions
- Make a promise to tell the truth -> they do not have to take an 

oath 
- If the judge has any doubts about a child’s recrollection of past 

events, the judge may conduct an inquiry 

People with Disabilities:

- Before testifying must take an oath 
- If there are challenges with the disabled 
- In these cases, the judge must do an inquiry to see whether :

● the witness understands what it means to take an oath or 

make a solemn statement to tell the truth

● the witness is able to communicate the facts

●

-



10. Equality rights: Nate, Abdullah, Sean

1. Every individual is equal before and 
under the law

2. Right to equal protection and equal 
benefit of the law without discrimination

3. egs  discrimination based on race, 
religion, sex, or mental or physical 
disabilities.  



11. Aboriginal rights (s.25): Jessica, Maddy, Sam, and 
Faye

1. The Charter of Rights 
doesn’t interfere with: 
a. current aboriginal 

treaties 
b. other rights and 

freedoms that pertain to 
them.

2. Right to practice culture on 
ancestral lands.  



12. Charter summary/impact:

1.


